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Highlight 
“Buckhannon Academy Elementary has had a 

successful working relationship with WVWC Service 

Scholars for several years. Our Scholars offer a 

variety of contributions to our school. By far the 

most beneficial service they provide is by being 

present with our students. The exuberant and 

accepting attitudes they display are much needed 

examples for our young students. Service Scholars 

provide role modeling and mentoring services to 

help our students improve their self-esteem, social 

skills and conflict resolution skills. We are 

continually thankful for the help they provide.” 

-Tanya Zickefoose, Counselor at Buckhannon 

Academy Elementary School (BAES) 

During the Fall 2016 semester, there were 14 

Service Scholars and ACE students located at BAES. 

The WSS Education team has 34 students working 

within Upshur County schools. 

Minute with a Wesleyan 

Service Scholar 
Samantha Fisher, ‘20 

 

Q: How has the CCE helped to develop 

your leadership skills? 

A: Before becoming a Service Scholar, I 

had lacked confidence in my leadership 

skills. After joining the program, I learned what my leadership 

strengths were and which ones needed to be improved. They 

helped me to find my voice, and I’ve never been more 

confident in a leadership role. 

Q: In what ways have you made an impact within the 

community? 

A: I interact with a lot of people at my service site, but for 

each person I interact with, I always receive the same 

response: appreciation. You can see it just by looking at their 

faces. Just by giving someone a food package and seeing that 

look on their face lets me know that I am making a difference 

in that person’s life.  

Q: What advice would you give to someone looking to 

become more engaged within their community? 

A: Find something that you are passionate about. Look for an 

organization that works with issues that are meaningful to you. 

Don’t be afraid to jump right in.  

Q: Can you describe your experience working at your service 

site? 

A: My service site is the Parish House, and I work in the food 

pantry and prepare food packages for our neighbors. There are 

some days when were are busy and other days are slow. I  

really enjoy getting to interact with our neighbors, 

and I always try to make their day a little brighter by 

giving them a warm smile. I love volunteering at the 

Parish House. The people that volunteer there have 

been so welcoming and have really been a second 

family to me. I am blessed to have them in my life. 

Samantha is a freshman from Given, WV studying 

Biology. 
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WE LEAD 

The student-led organization is off to a great start this semester. On a rainy Saturday in January, eight teams dedicated 

their time to relationship building, skill development, and creating detailed, semester-long action plans at Chapel Hill 

UMC. These leaders are preparing for meetings, lobby days, community projects, and a full week of social justice 

events. Stop by the Center for Community Engagement & Leadership Development to learn more and get involved! 

LEAP 

The Leadership Exploration through Applied Practice (LEAP) program 

had 11 students complete a certificate level in the fall semester.  As 

we move forward with sessions beginning in early February, we are 

so excited to see the growth of students and hear their stories about 

how they’ve applied program knowledge into their daily lives.  We 

have 39 sessions taught by 17 dedicated instructors this semester 

and 127+ members enrolled in the program (with a few days of 

enrollment left before sessions begin). 

With a combination of both required and elective sessions held 

multiple times throughout the semester, this program is a good fit for 

any student with a busy schedule.  Students are able to select from a 

menu of session options and create their ideal program schedule. 

Upcoming Events 

Backpack Program Packaging 

 February 3 

LEAP sessions begin 

 February 6 

Get Up and Get Moving 

 February 10, 13, 28 

Coffee and Conversation 

 February 22 

Poverty Simulation 

 February 23 

Women’s Socks and Hygiene 

Products Drive 

 Now—February 28 

Social Justice Week 

 March 20—24 

If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact 

wvwcservice@wvwc.edu or LeeAnn Brown at (304) 473-8161. 

The Center for Community Engagement & Leadership Development is located on the 

second floor of the Benedum Campus Center, behind the Bobcat Den. 


